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EXDIS FOR SECRETARY'S PARTY THAYER 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OEXC, CH, OVIP (THAYER, HARRY) 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY'S PEKING VISIT: CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
REF: A) STATE 200696, B) SECTO 09018 

1 . HSIEH CHI-MEI CALLED ART ROSEN AUGUST 24 AND SAID THE 
CHINESE HAVE AGREED TO SEND A BALLET TROUPE TO THE US NEXT 
YEAR (1978) THAT WOULD BE SIMILAR TO THE ONE WHICH WENT TO 
CANADA (AND FRANCE) THIS YEAR. ROSEN ASKED IF IT WOULD 

BE THE SHANGHAI BALLET TROUPE OR IF HSIEH HAD ANY OTHER 
INFORMATION. HSIEH REPLIED THAT HE HAD NO OTHER INFORMA- 
TION. HSIEH SAID THAT THE BALLET TROUPE WILL BE AVAILABLE 
IN JULY AND AUGUST. ROSEN TOLD HSIEH THAT THE NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE AND THE METROPOLITAN HAVE BEEN PLANNING ON A JUNE/ 

JULY TIME FRAME. 
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2. ROSEN HAS TOLD US THAT JULY/AUGUST WOULD POSE SOME 
SCHEDULING PROBLEMS BUT THAT THE METROPOLITAN BELIEVES THEY 
WILL STILL BE ABLE TO BOOK THE BALLET TROUPE INTO THE 
KENNEDY CENTER AND THE METROPOLITAN AND OTHER APPROPRIATE 
CITIES IN JULY AND AUGUST IF THE CHINESE ARE UNABLE TO COME 

IN JUNE/JULY. 
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3. ROSEN HOPES THAT IF ANY KIND OF A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 

IS MADE, IT WILL REFER TO CO-SPONSORSHIP BY THE NATIONAL 
COMMITTEE AND THE METROPOLITAN. CHRISTOPHER 
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